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DEATH PENALTY: THE GILNORE CASE GOES ON 


ANNCR: 

THAT AHERICAN MURDERER WHO WANTS TO BE EXECUTED IS GOING 

TO HAVE TO WAIT A LITTLE LONGER TO FIND OUT IF HIS REQUEST IS 
GOING TO BE GRANTED, CiiRIS KERN HAS DETAILS IN THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT, 

VOICE: 

UTAH CONVICT GARY GILTiORE VAS THIRTY-SIX YEARS OLD ON 
SATURDAY, MUCH TO HIS DISMAY. 

GILMORE HAS BEEN WAITING TO BE EXCUTED BEFORE A FIRING 
SQUAD FOR A MURDER HE COMMITTED LAST JULY, HE INSISTS THAT HE 
HAS ACCEPTED HIS DEATH SENTENCE AND THAT HE RESENTS EFFORTS BY 
OPPONENTS OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT TO PREVENT THE SENTENCE FROM BEING 
CARRIED OUT. BUT THE ATTE':PTS TO SAVE HIM HAVE GONE ALL THE WAY 
Nov TO THE U.S. SUPREME COURT, WHICH HAS POSTPONED HIS EXECUTION 
-- ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR SUNRISE MONDAY -- UNTIL IT CAN 
CONSIDER A PETITION MADE ON BEHALF OF HIS MOTHER THAT ARGUES THAT 
GILMORE IS NOT MENTALLY CONiPETENT TO WAIVE HIS LEGAL RIGHTS TO 
FURTHER DELAY. 

THE STRAGE CASE OF GARY GILMORE HAS SERVED TO FURTHER CONFUSE 
THE LEGAL STATUS OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. THERE 
HASN'T BEEN AN EXECUTION HERE FOR NINE YEARS NOW, BUT FIVE MONTHS 
AGO, THE SUPREME COURT RULED THAT NOTHING IN THE CONSTITUTION 
PROHIBITS THE DEATH PENALTY AS LONG AS CERTAIN PROCEDURAL 
SAFEGUARDS ARE OBSERVED IN SENTENCING. 

THE COURT'S RULING SEEMED TO RESOLVE THE DEATH PENALTY ISSUE 


ONCE AND FOR ALL. A NUMBER OF AMERICAN STATES ALREADY HAD DEATH 
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PERALTY STATUTES THAT APPEARID TO HEET THE SUPREIiE COURT'S 
RESUTRENENTS, AND THTY WERL SET TO BEGIR CARRYING OUT EXECUTIONS 
Twi€CIATELY. BUT CPPONTTS OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT HAVEF'T GIVEN 
uP, THE MAUGR? EFFORT THAT IS BEING MOU:ITED ON BEHALF OF GARY 
GILHORE IS DESIGNED TO RAISE THE ISSUF ONCE ACAIN, AND IT HAS 
SUCCEEDED MORE SPECTACULARLY THAI ITS SPONSORS COUID HAVE 
ANTICIPATED, 

GARY HiAR GILMONT HAS ALREADY REEN CONVICTED OF ONE COMPLETELY 
UIPROVOKED KILLING AND HE HAS CONFESSES TO ANOTHER. HE HAS 


KPRESSED NOTHING 3UT CONTEMPT FOR THE EFFORTS TO PREVENT HI 


m 


EXECUTIO:3, AND HEN THEY HAV BEEN SUCCESSFUL, HE HAS NOT BEEN 
ABOVE TAKTH@ WATTERS MORE DIRECTLY INTO HIS OWN HANDS. SO FAR, 
HIS EFFORTS HAV’ INCLUDED SVALLO'NING POISON THAT WAS SMUGGLED INTO 
PRISOU CY A GIELFRTESD, YANKING OUT THE INTRAVENOUS TUBES THAT 


“ERE KEEPE C 4Ni ALIVE WHILE 3:2 :AS IN THE HOSPITAL FOLLOWING THE 


SUICIDE ATTEHPT AND GOING OW A HUIGER STRIKE, 

THE STATE GOVURMASHT CF UTA: NOW FINDS ITSELF IN THE 
EXTRAORDINARY POSITION OF HAVI''G TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS TO 
PREVEIIT GILHORE FROM CARRYING CUT HIS SUICIDAL INTENTIONS WHILE 
STMULTAHEOUSLY ARUGING SEFORE THE SUPRFME COURT THAT IT SHOULD CGE 
PERMITTED TS PUT HIii CEFORE A FIRING SOUAD, 

THE OUTCOME OF THE GLitQRE CASE MAY AFFECT THE FATE OF ALMOST 
FIVi HUNDRED OTHER CRISTHALS '40 ARE UNDER DEATH SENTENCE IN 
THIRTY OF THE FIFTY AMERICAN STATSS. IT's THNPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT 
HOU UHETHER THOSE "HO OPPCSE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT WILL BE SUCCESSFUL 
EL THOS ATTEPT TO PREVENT ANY EXECUTION FROM TAKING PLACE, BUT 
THEY HAVE CERTAINLY SUCCEEDED IN REOPENTIHG THE ISSUE TO CONSIDER- 


ASLE DOUST. 


